JUNE, 1879. 


THE MONTH. 


It appears at length that the war in Afghanistan has closed. The negotiations with 
Yakoob Khan, it is stated, have led to a definite and satisfactory result. The line 
of the new frontier has, of course, to be determined, but the Ameer consents to 
Cabul becoming the seat of a British Resident, and to the foreign affairs of 
Afghanistan being transferred to the care of the Government of India. It may, 
however, be yet some time ere the details of the anticipated treaty can be officially 
communicated to the British Parliament and people. Meanwhile, it is unsatisfactory 
to find that the cost of the war wil] probably for some time, if not permanently, form 
an increased charge upon Indian revenue. That the war has practically ended will, 
or should, be a source of universal satisfaction ; but it is far from satisfactory to know 
that either the British taxpayer must bear the burden of the recent strife, or that 
it must be laid upon the shoulders of a people taxed already nearly to the attermost, 
and to whom it is of vital moment that a portion of their public revenue should be 
reserved yearly as a provision against the too probable contingency of periodical and 
grievous famine. Considering the tremendous responsibilities which already devolve 
upon us in relation to our Indian rule, few thoughtful men will deem this a time | 
when the extension of our territory or the increase of the populations subject to us 
in the East should be the chief aims or objects of British statesmen, or that such 
it were wiser and better to avoid. . 


-  _In South Africa all possible preparations are being made for a vigorous and whole- 


‘ale prosecution of the Zulu War. The demand from the Ospe for reinforcemente, 


and the response made by the Home Government to that demand, show that in the 
estimation both of the colonial authorities and the English Cabinet, much remains 
to be done ere peace can be concluded or any permanent settlement achieved, Sir 


_ Bartle Frere, indeed, in his elaborate vindication of his own policy, lately to hand, — 


seems to think that other wars besides this may be needful, and other expeditions 
indispensable, ere the safety and welfare of our African possessions can be 


the 
energetic High Commissioner. The censure passed upon Sir Bartle Frere by the 
Cabinet seems but to have intensified the approval and wi i 
most of the colonists, his acts have been endorsed, At home, however, and amongst 


“ourselves, far from the dangers and’ unaffected . the, prejudices of our colonial 


brethren, a wide diversity of sentiment prevails, On the one hand, some contend 
that the rule of the Zulu King is to his own subjects an intolerable tyranny, and to 
our colonies a standing menace, and that, in the interests of civilization and humanity, 


Jum? 
placed on any lasting basis. In those colonies themselves public opinion is nearly 
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it ought to be put down. On the other, it is argued that, be his power whet it may, 


we have no right to endeavour to effect its destruction ; and that as Cetewayo, not- 
withstanding our invasion of his dominions, has not retaliated by invading ours, and 
seems himself desirous to come to terms, we ought at once to renew negotiations, 


_ which would probably succeed, without previously seeking, at the cost of a further 


sacrifice of life,  windigate what is etyled “ the honour ofthe Buitish arms.” Of 
the military measures taken we are not, of course, competent to judge, but we note 
that several authorities criticise the plan of the projected campaign as in iteclf 
unwise, and as likely to increase the peril of the war to the colony and people of 
Natal. Meanwhile, the Zulus have been completely routed at Kambula, where they 
attacked the forces under Colonel Wood, and where their own loss amounted to 
abore 3,000 of Cetewayo's most effective troops. It is now officially announced that 
Sir Garnet Wolseley has been appointed to the supreme civil and military command 
in South Africa. 


Whatever the opinion entertained of Sir Bartle Frere's policy in relation to the 
Zulus, there is no question that he has proceeded cautiously, yet decisively, and with 
considerable tact, in bis intercourse and negotiations with the Boers. Unmeved 
by reports designed to deter him from prosecuting his journey to Pretoria, he went 
thither with a view to propitiate, and even to secure the friendship of the Beers, 
alone, and unattended even by his ordinary escort. Notwithstanding threatening 
rumours, no overt acts of hostility had been committed by the Boers, nor did the 
High Commissioner suppose that they would venture, by any act of treachery or 
violence, to provoke an open rupture between themselves and the British powér in 
South Africa. The result seemed to justify his anticipations, He addressed the 
Boers with frankness, plainly intimating that if any thought the Transvaal would be 
restored to them, they were certainly mistaken ; that no territory over which the 
British flag had once waved would ever be abandoned, but that he had visited them to 
allay discontent, to secure, if possible, their good-will, to see that existing laws were 
observed, and, by consulting with the wisest amongst them, to make provision for 
their future government ; satisfied that if but such men would come forward to 
assist him, the Transvaal might and woukd soon enjoy, equally with the Cape Colony, 
over, realize the blessings of order, prosperity, and peace. The response made to 
these overtures by the Boers in conference assembled seemed at first to afford reason 
to believe that their hostility had been disarmed; but by recent advices we learn 
that the Boers, having issued an address denouncing annexation, a batvery of artil 
lery was about to be sent, by Sir Bartle Frere’s directiont, into the Transvaal, to 
overawe them. 

The subject of Indian finance has once more been brought before Parliament, 
and we have at length the assurance of Ministers that they are determined to 
initiate a thorough reform in the fiscal administration of our Orientel Empire. 
The Government admit that the demand for such reform is justified by very grave 
and serious facts. They allow that India is in a position of great financial difficulty, 
and that a large reduction, both in ber civil and military expenditure, must at once 
be set on foot. By this concession they have disarmed for the present the hos- 
tility of the Opposition on the question’; and Mr. Fawostt, on the appeal of Mr. 
Gladstone, satisfied with the promises of Government immediately to commence 
apprehension ‘the present state of the finances -of India, but even an amended one to 
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the effect that the House approved the resolve of the Government to reduce the 
expenditare eccondingly. 

The other proceedings in Parliament present no very striking or memorable 
features. We note, however, that in the debate on Mr. Dillwyn's motion in reference 
to the Royal prerogative, Mr. Gladstone performed what might be deemed by some 
a work of supererogation by fully vindicating Her Majesty from the utterly un- 
founded charge of any undue exercise or extension of that prerogative—a charge 
which some thought was implied in the resolution then under discussion, although 
both Mr. Dillwya and Mr. Fawcett repudiated any such construction of its terms. 
It is satisfactory to find, at a time when Ministers have been accused of a desire so 
to extend the power of the Crown as to curtail the rights and powers of the Parlia- 
ment, that both parties in the State concur in exonerating the Queen herself from 
any such desire or intent. No monarch has ever so unvaryingly striven to conform 
her conduct in al! respects to constitutional propriety and precedent as our present 
gracious Sovereign, and men of all parties gladly accord to her this praise. The 
debate in the Lords’ House on the Habitual Drunkards Bill shows that our ‘egislators 
are increasingly convinced of the necessity of some external restraint being placed 
upon inebriates who may be regarded as incorrigible. The fact that in the same 
House the Bill for the Sunday Opening of Museums was defeated only by a majority 
of eight, shows that a strong and growing opinion exists in its favour, and that if 
the Lord’s-day is to be preserved to the entire community as a day of rest, the 
advocates for its observance must bestir themselves, and vigorous efforts must be 
brought to bear upon the people's representatives at the approaching general election. 


The long and gloomy winter we have had has at length given place to finer and 
more genial weather, and we seem likely to pass into summer without the inter- 
vention of a spring. The lengthened season of political and commercial depression, 
from which, as yet, we are hardly beginning to emerge, has been aptly symbolized by 
the dull and leaden hues which for many months have obscured the glories of the 
sun and covered the natural heavens with a sombre and melancholy pall. Dulness 
of trade and dulness of the skies have gone together; arid now that the latter have 
become more bright, the former may, with some reason, be expected to revive. It 
is tene that the political horizon is, as yet, beclouded; still, tokens may be found 
that it has but just begun to clear, if indeed symptoms of clearance are as yet to be 


international affairs, commerce may once more lift up her head. We regret much 
- that at this crisis, under the inspiration of Prince Bismarck, Germany seems bent 
upon adopting a thorodghly Protectionist course of commercial legislation. We are 
giad, however, to be assured on good authority that, notwithstanding the agitation 
reeently gaing on amongst ourselves on the subject of “reciprocity,” there is no 


An impression seems to have arisen in some quarters thet the anniversaries of 


weather is certain to give stimulus to at least some branches both of trade and 
manufacture. As regards home industries, the state of our northern collieries 

affords, perhaps, the gravest causes for anxiety. Should we, however, have a 
favourable summer and an early and abundant harvest, the distress from which so 

. many thousands have so long and so severely suffered will materially abate ; and 
' should these blessings concur witb more bright and cheering prospects in relation to 
wenting in their usual interest and life, That some, and some only, of the meetings 
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may bave been less numerously attended than uscal, and may therefore have lacked 
some of the warmth evinced at them in former years, we can readily believe. The 
dulness of trade, the commercial depreesion, the diminished resources of numbers of 
the middle class—the class by whom our Christian and benevolent societies are 
chiefly promoted and sustained—may sufficiently account for this. But that there is 
any material falling off in the income of the more prominent of these societies, their 
own statistics abundantly disprove. There is, therefore, no ground for the apprehen- 
sion that our interest, as a people, in these noblest efforts of religions enterprise is 
on the wane, or that the truly Christian people of this country are less sensible than 
formerly of the obligation devolving on them to mitigate the sufferings and sorrows 
of humanity, and to point the weary pilgrims of earth to the rest and happiness of 
heaven. Indeed, as regards some of the leading societies, their income actually 
exceeds that of last year; whilst their operations, far from being relaxed, are carried 
on upon a more extended scale. All things considered, therefore, we hold that there 
is po ground for discouragement, and that England will continue to show that the 
attachment of her Christian inhabitants to the cause of God and of humanity 
throughout the world has suffered no abatement, but rather has increased in both 
intensity and force. 


The entire circumstances attending the reception by John Henry Newman of 
the dignity and honours of a Cardinal will have for every thoughtful Protestant, 
every believer in scriptural Christianity, a melancholy interest. It is truly sad to 
see a soul so noble and sincere, an intellect so naturally keen, and talents so 
diversified and eminent, prostrated in willing subjection to the unfounded assumptions 
and the usurped authority of the pretended successor of St. Peter. The argument of 
Dr. Newman's address on this occasion proves to demonstration that this gifted man 
thoroughly misunderstands the Protestant doctrine of the right of private judgment. 
He fails to perceive that for a man to be free to believe the truth of God, he must 
be untrammelled by the fetters of human authority; he does not see that if 
conscience is to reign, it must move and act in every man unshackled by the 
dictates or commands of others. He confounds the exercise of individual conscience 
with that of fancy or of feeling, and imagines that because Protestants repudiate the 
authority of the Church in matters of religious faith, they regard themselves as at 
liberty to believe and practise whatever they may please. He comprehends not 
that private—or rather, individual—judgment is viewed by those who recognize 
God's exclusive authority over the consciences of men, as a sacred obligation no less 
than an inviolable right. It is an old mistake; but it is one which Dr. Newman, 
educated amongst Protestants, and living all his life in a Protestant country, 
had he but availed himself of information ever ready to his hand, might have 
corrected for himself. But the dominion of the Church of Rome rests, and ever 


must rest, on misapprehension and ignorance, and it consists emphatically in 


pretensions and claims which are alike an invasion of the rights of man and an 
encroachment on the prerogatives of God. | 


Dr. Samuel Gobat, second Bishop of Jerusalem, has just been removed from 
his labours by the hand of death. Many of our readers will be reminded by the fact 
how this bishopric arose, and the doubts and controversies which attended on its 
first formation. Originating in the warm interest taken in the Jews by the late 
truly Christian King of Prussia, and his desire to promote in the East the progress 
and influence of scriptural religion, its establishment was effected through the agency 
of the Chevalier Bunsen, who employed his influence in England for that purpose. The 


| 
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bishopric was thus created by the combined action of Prussia and of England. Bunsen 
addressed himself to the present Earl of Shaftesbury, President of the Society for 
Promoting Christianity amongst the Jews ; and Lord Ashley (as he then wus) brought 
’ to hear his influence upon Lord Palmerston, who himself afterwards introduced the 
Bill, By the Act in question, the Queen of England and the King of Prussia were 
alternately to have the nomination of the Bishop; a stipend of £1,200 was fixed, 
of which the Prussian monarch guaranteed the payment of one-half, whilst the 
other was raised by contributions secured by the English society, and invested to 
endow the see. Dr. Alexander, the first Bishop, himself a converted Jew, was 
the King of Trussia. The Ritualists of that day strenuously opposed 
the “intrusion,” as they considered it, of a Protestant bishop into a country subject 
to the Greek Church, whilst the Evangelical party. were warm supporters of the 
scheme. Dr. Gobat was an earnest and devoted man; Born in Switzerland, and 
originally in Lutheran orders, he was, more than half « century ago, »ent out by 
the Church Missionary Society as one of its missionaries, in which capacity he 
laboured for many years. He had just attained his eightieth year. 


Foreign Intelligence. 


FRANCE. 


[From our own Correspondent. | 
Paris, May 17, 1879. 
‘MUSIC, MORALS, AND RELIGION. 

We find in a witty contemporary the fol- 
lowing assertion: “ What staff it is for Shake- 
speare to declare that the man who has not 
music in his soul is fit for treason, stratagems, 
and spoils! Look at Peace; he murdered as 
he fiddled —as Nero fiddled while gazing upon 
burning Rome!” And we would add that 
doubtless the last strains of the “ dulcimer 
and all kinds of music” were yet lingering 
over the plains of Dura when the Babylonian 
tyrant cast the three faithfal Israelites into 
the burning fiery furnace! It-is not without 
anxiety that we notice masic performed by 
artists, and often by theatrical singers, creep- 
ing into the customs of Parisian Protestants 
when seeking to enlist friends for religious 
and philanthropié efforts. The name under 
which these “ concerts” are now given is that 
of “ Audition |” Does this sound less 
to those who would object to a “concert” in 
a church? Some rejvice that certain of the 
annual meetings ‘were more numerously at- 
tended than usual, or than others, because 


people were attracted by a well-disciplined | i 


choir! Let music by.all means be cnltivated, 
bat let the singers sing in their hearts to the 
Lord; let the sweet sounds be the genuine 
expression of holy joy or sorrow, of holy love 
or compassion for souls, overflowing from 


hearts renewed by the Holy Ghost; and ler 
the people join and learn the life-giving 
truths of the Gospel while they sing “ with. 
the understanding also.” Every “ Audition” 
in favour of the poor, the blind, the sick, or 
any other religious enterprise, makes one 
anxious lest it should be the outcome of « 
lack of faith, hope, love, among those who 
profess to have a Heavenly Father, unknown 
to that world whose devices they unwittingly 
imitate. 
THE PROTESTANT DAILY PAPER. 

The financial disaster which has cut short 


‘the career of the Réormateur will only be 


thoroughly explained at the meeting of tho 
shareholders on the 20th inst. The long- 
expected journal appeared on the 16th of 
April; astonished almost all its subscribers 
by political views, articles, and novels which 
they considered unfit for family reading; and 
on the 6th of May stopped. Dr. E. de Pres- 
sensé and Professor Jules Bonnet had already 
withdrawn from all responsibility in connec- 
tion with it The alliance of Christian writers 


a providential hindrance to the prosecution of. 
spirit in which it was 
chief shareholders and 
writes to the Protestant 


trous to the editorship; and the disastrous 
of the commercial pert of the concern. 
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not leave it unnoticed; and im that case we 
can only be satisfied if the great questions of 
theology are duly examined. The cause of 
the Gospel wil! not suffer by such investiga- 
tions. It is worse for the welfare of our 
when “religious impartiality,” as it increasing. The anniversary 

is called, shows itself in practical neglect of | porlin society, on the 23rd of March, 
spiritual wants, very well attended. A similar society 
_ “RELIGIOUS EQUALITY” (7). been started at Bremen. In Cassel 4 num 
Two great charitable institutions have been 
founded recently in Berlin—a hospital and 
a new lunatic asylum at Dalldorff, close to 
Berlin. In both cases our municipal authori- | This self-help would be more efficient than 
ties have declined to appoint a chaplain. If/| all the petitions to the Postmaster-General, 
we consider that the clergy of Berlin are | if it was adopted in larger circles. For the 
more than sufficiently occupied already, it | present, only few people will make up their 
must be acknowledged that the minister of | minds to follow the example, but it will 
the parish will scarcely be able to attend to | always have the value of a testimony. 3 
the numerous sick persons in these establish- ; 


i 


| Rome stil THE DOMCANDIDATEN STIFT, 
schools will gain too | 5» institution created by the munificence of 
| schools will be com-| King Frederick William ty., celebrated its 
in | twenty-fifth anniversary on the 7th of last 
to month. It was the wish of the King to 
the | provide in our Charch against a scarcity of 
are educated together have greatly increased | directly profitable for their future work in 
. through Dr. Falk’s influence. order to obtain the means of living, Twenty- 
A CLERICAL ELECTION. four divinity students can receive admission 
In Berlin another “Liberal” clergyman, | into this institution. One of the Court 
Mr. Kirmes, of Jena, has been elected, this | chaplains, now Dr. Kigel, is at the head of 
time by the parochial council of St. Thomas's | it, and a professor of theology acts as in- 
Church. It seems as if these conflicts were | epector. The students receive ont room each 
destined to occur im every congregation. In | for themselves. The meals and daily prayers 
one of its recent numbers the Neue Zvan-| are in common. The young men are trained 
: gelische Gemeindebote makes an observation to | in practical work. They act as curates to 
! the effect that there are only two or three | the Court chaplains, and are sent about to do 
; pastors in Berlin to minister to the wants of spiritual work among the great masses of our 
half « million of “ Liberal” Protestants! It | metropolis. At the same time, opportunity 
is certainly a remarkable idea to put in this| is afforded to them to continue theological 
claim for help from the whole number of | studies, Our Establishment has received 
inhabitants of our metropolis for the cause of | many faithful and efficient ministers from this 
the Protestanten- Verein. The attendance on | institution. 
: the services of those two or three pastors does AN AUSTRIAN EFFORT. 
; parses prove that the Liberal Protest-| The Home Mission Society in Austria is 
Emerous, : working now at the establishment of ¢ Pro- 
Since the beginning of this year there has | testant hospital at Wels) near Linz, in \pper 
been issued a Austria, Wels is about in the centre of 
NEw “LIBERAL” PERIODICAL the scattered Protestant congregations. Mr. 
of practical theology. It seems, however, | Kitschy, pastor at Attensee, who publishes 
to be of little value and importance at pre-| the only periodical on home missions in 
| | sent; yet our believing theologians should | Austria, is now on a tour through Germany 


185 stations; 404 clergymen (204 European 
| 61 Eure- 
pean laymen (schoolmasters; lay agents, and 
2,726 native and 
catechists and 
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WESLEYAN MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 


had been £124,359, and the foreign receipts 
£8,974. The total expenditure had been, dur- 
ing the year, £157,217. A general summary 


of the missions, under the immediate direction | i 


issues involved in the conflict going on in 
that part of the world. “The prayers of 
God’s people,” it added, “ were never more 
needed than now, that God may give wisdom 
to our rulers, and to the Executive Govern- 
ment in the colony, that our armies may 
war a good warfare; that in the hour of 
success they may be moderate, as they have 
been brave in the hour of repulse and sur- 
prise; and that there may soon come a 
welcome and permanent peace, a peace which 
shall be founded upon truth and justice, and 
which shall-therefore tend to a brotherhood 
of love; a peace by which the natives and 
colonists shall be advantaged, the one by 
being taught that there are higher truths 
than that of war, and more compassionate 


_ and satisfying faiths than that of their pagan 


fathers ; the other, by the assurance that they 
can hereafter dwell in safety and be quiet 


Fee 


missions were first undertaken there by the 
Wesleyans, tribal wars, cannibalism, infanti- 
cide, murder of widows, and every kind of 
wickedness were perpetrated ; but the cundi- 
tion of the people was now very different. 
Out of « population of about 120,000 there 
were more than 102,000 regular attendants 


800, churches had been built by the people, 
and there was no house in Fiji in which 
family prayer was not carried on daily, As 
to the secular results of the mission, they 
were quite as satisfactory as were the religious 
results; and the greatest result, secularly, 
was that which had been done in the spread 
of education, there being' now about 1,600 — 
}day-echools in Fiji; imdeed, there was a 
school in nearly every village. The edaca- 
tion, it was true, was not of the best, though 
it was education of some kind, In addition 
to those elementary schools, there were a few 
others of a higher grade, and there was also 
one college. He regretted that industrial 


- from. fear of evil.” In all respects but the 


education had not been spread more than it 
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) d fine black hair and a good figure ; and, for the financia! one, the report was no lees encoarag- 
if first time in her life, probably, she then gazed ing than in former years. 
it in the face of a white man. She came up to The Chairman having briefly addremed 
ft me and asked ne whether her husband would | the meeting, the Rev. Dr. Rigg, President of 
if die, and when I gave her to understand that | the Conference, moved the first resolution 
: he was pagsing away she gave « shriek, which adopting the report He said, that if they 
‘ I shall never forget, and seizing her bair | thought that missionaries abroad were doing 
| with her hands, tore out two handfuls of it their work slowly, let them consider how 
in ber grief. 1 baptized that man about half | many centuries Christianity had been in this 
: an hour before be passed away from the | country, and yet how much, even now, re- 
Church militant to the Church triemphant,| mained to be done. Dr, Rigg then spoke of 
and I hope to meet him in heaven.” The | the financial state of the society, and expressed 
: meeting was brought to a close by an earnest 
: speech from the Rev. Dr. Storrs, a missionary 
lately returned from the Santal district. 
| 
Exeter Hall was crowded, as it always is, | 
on occasion of this anniversary. R. Haworth, 
| Esq., of Manchester, presided. The report, 
which was read by the Rev. Dr. W. Morley 
, Punshon, stated that the total home receipts 
; of the Wesleyan Missionary Committee and 
. British Conference, in Europe, India, China, 
; 4 stated that there were 375 central stations, | the missions, but he ° opinion 
; 2,549 chapels and other preaching places, | that too strong language could not be used as 
f 431 ministers and assistant missionaries,| to the wonderful services and results, both 
: f 1,858 catechists, interpreters, day-school | religiously and socially, which had attended 
f teachers, and other paid agents, 7,334 un-/| the Wesleyan missions in the Pacific When 
: peid agents, 85,500 full and accredited 
{ members, 10,315 on trial for church member- 
; ship, 86,787 scholars, and 3 printing = 
~ blishments. The report in reference to the 
: South African Mission spoke of the grave 
at Wesleyan churches, and the whole of the 
remainder, with the exception of a few. old ‘ 
men, were members of other churches. About 
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taken up; aud my a 

jeon- | seemed to.him that it was some advantage to 
dition. ‘The seport concluded by stating that | the Christians of India that they could go, if 
a debt of £3,364 had been imeurred, but that they pleased, to the first traths of the Gospel, 
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with apostles and ministers and church 
officers ; it rested equally with church mem- 
bers. At the close of the President's 
address, the report for 1878-9 was read by 
the Rev. S. H. Booth. It stated that there 
are in Great Britain and Ireland 3,451 
chapels and 1,028,000 sittings. Church mem- 


returned as about 276,348, Sunday- 
school teachers as 40,216, and scholars as 


y 
| -assembly. The Union held an evening 


sion, the topics discussed at which were 
wholly denominational. 
THE UNITED PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH. 
The Synod of the United Presbyterian 


_ Church of Scotland held its annual session, 


last morith, in Edinburgh; the Rev. Dr. 


nion with the United. Presbyterian Church 
‘was 175,066. The number i 


two of the Home Mission 
had been, last year, £21,463. The 
. Dr. Hamilton MacGill submitted the 
of the Foreign Missions Committee. 


Es 


speakable kindness on the part of the Synod.” 
The “ Subordinate Standards of the Church” 
was the subject of some discussion, and an 
addition to the declaratory statement pre-. 
viously adopted, thus completing the whole 


wedding ” to the congregation, a meet- 
ing was held on the 20th ult., in the Metro- — 
politan Tabernacle. The sum of £6,233, 


THR BAPTIST UNION. 
| This assembly met in Bloomsbury Chapel. 
The Rev. G. Gould, of Norwich, filled the 
chair, as President for the year. Mr. Gould 
took for the subject of his address, “Our 
Present Outlook,” confining himself almost 
entirely to denominational matters. He 
remarked that now they were settling 
down to work, and putting forth new 
enterprises, it was to be hoped that Baptists 
would draw more together, and attract one 
another. They could justify their ecclesias- 
tical organization only as they could maintain | 
their personal union with Christ. The obli- 
: gations to spread the Gospel did not rest only been 
| The Moderator intimated 
| his profound thanks for “the un- 
nearly 399,317. There are 1,879 pastors, | 
and 2,652 evangelists as lay preachers. Up- | 
wards of 20,000 new sittings have been 
| added, costing, with new school-rooms, about 
| : £145,000. The amount raised for evan- 
’ : gelistic work was £16,996. On the motion 
1 of Dr. Underhill, the Rev. F. Trestrail was 
. 7 invited to fill the office of Vice-President 
| during the ensuing year, and expressed his 
pleasure in accepting the office. Mr. S. R. 
| | Pattison was appointed Treasurer, the Rev. 
| | S. H. Booth, Secretary, and the Rev. J. H.| 
| of the | the next meeting of the Synod. 
ses- PRESENTATION TO MR. SPURGEON. 
For the purpose of presenting a testimonial 
. to Mr. Spurgeon. in celebration of his 
| 
| | In 8u ons ranging from 
| George Jeffrey, of Glasgow, Moderator. The | to £250, was placed at the absolute disposal : 
Rev. Dr. Seott, the Home Secretary, gave in | of Mr, Spurgeon, who announced his inten- 
the report on general statistics, which showed | tion of devoting the whole of the money to 
that the number of members in full comma- _ the purposes of the charities under his direc- 
/amount as an endowment for the almswomen. 
| ME =‘The total income of the Church | In the course of the proceedings, Mr. Olney, 
ait during the past year had been £367,388. | the senior deacon, said that for many years 
f Dr. Scott also presented the report of the | past Mr. Spurgeon had given back, in dif- P 
| Home Committee. It stated that the income | ferent ways, every farthing he had received 
of | for preaching at the Tabernacle. 
F PRIZE ESSAYS ON THE SABBATH. 
° Rev | The scheme advertised by the Lord’sday 
Observance Society, early in 1878, is now 


A Beqvest.—The Boston 
Missionary Herald for May anriounces the 
bequest to the American Board of Missions of 
nearly a million of dollars (£200,000). The 
donor, Mr. Asa Otis, was a native of Con- 


York on the 25th uit., at the dedication of 
St. Patrick’s Roman Catholic Cathedral, the 
corner-stone of which was laid in 1858. 
is of Gothic architecture ; its length, 334 feet ; 
width, 174 feet; with two spires, 334 feet 
high; and cost 4,600,000 dollars, An im- 
mense crowd filled and surrounded the build- 
ing. Cardinal M‘Closkey, eight archbishops, 
nineteen bishops, and four hundred priests 
took part in the dedication. 

Tae Necroes rue American 


displaying against Bible schools 
in Italy, and it is to be hoped that this alone 
will furnish earnest Christians with an argu- 
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completed. Ninety-seven esmys were sent) by the Judicial Committee of the Privy Coun- 
in, The Rev. Canon Falloon, Augustin W. | cil, Mr. Ridsdale was directed to remove the 
Langdon, Eaq., barrister-at-law, and the Rev. | crucifix from his church of St. Peter's, Folke- 
Dr. Verner M. White, acted as examiners | stone. The monition having been disobeyed, 
They have made the foilowing award: The | farther proceedings were taken to enforce 
first prize of £100 is given to the Rev. | obedience, in consequence of which the cru- 
W. L. Baxter; the second prize of £50 to | cifix is now removed. 
the Rev. Brewin Grant; an additional prize| The cross and candlestick illegally in- 
of £25 to tl Rev. Dr. Jacob. _ troduced into the church at St. James's, 
CHECKS TO RITUALISM. | Hatcham, by the new Vicar, has been removed 
By the monitiea of the Court of Arches, in | by Mr. Churchwarden Sanders, acting under 
the Folkestone Ritual case (Clifton and others | a faculty granted by the Chancellor of the 
v. Ridsdale), which was confirmed on appeal | diocese. 
| negroes at a certain hour of the evening are 
arbitrarily closed. All this is being done in 
the face of the fact that the negroes are de- 
serting the South by thousands, and that un- 
less the stream is arrested the country will be 
necticut; he prospered in business, retired | left to desolation. 
from it at the age of fifty, and died at the; Re.iciovs Iwsrrucrion or tux Youre 1» 
age of ninety-three. Mr. Otis took a special | Spezia.—A few weeks since the parents of the 
interest in the work of the American Board, | children attending the day and Sunday schools 
and was a large contributor to it during his | in Spezia (says a letter from that city) under 
life. the presidency of the Rev. E. Clarke, were 
Romisn Carueprat om New Yorx.— | invited to conference on the subject of the 
There were imposing ceremonies in New | education of children. The response to the 
invitation exceeded the most sanguine expect- 
ations of the friends of Bible teaching, the 
large school-room not only being filled to ex- 
cess, but a large number of persons were 
necessitated to remain outside for want of 
accommodation. The Rev, E. Clarke ex- 
intense satisfaction he and his 
in knowing the increased confi- 
to 
by 
States.—The South is slow to learn (says the on 
Christian Union). From Arkansas comes the ilies 
account of the murder of two white ministers tended to demonstrate 
. —brothers, by the name of Todd—who had affords a sufficiently 
been sent from Little Rock tg labour among which families and 
the negroes of Woodruff County, and, while hopes of real and per- 
peacefully engaged in their labours, were at- new Pope is just now 
tacked by a mobof masked men, fired upon, 
and fatally wounded. One of them lived to 
get back to Little Rock, the other died on the 
way. A third minister who bad accompanied | ment sufficiently powerful for aiding according 
them succeeded in escaping with his life. | to their ability a work that seeks the present 
. From other quarters in the South comes the | and eternal happiness of Italian children, as 
intelligence that religious meetings among the | also their parents. 
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Society for 
Primitive Methodist Missions .........-- 
United Methodist Free Churches’ Missions............ 13,797 
British Society for the Jews ..... 4,00 
Tarkish Missions’ Aid 8,400 
Evangelical Continental Society ............-- . 
Colonial Missionary 4,268 
Foreign Aid 2,193 
Houz Missions — 
Additional Curates Society ...... 72,632 
Cherch Pastorel-Aid 50,496 
Wesleyan Home Missions ................ 35,515 
Cc Church-Aid Society ... 6,199 
Yhurch Missions to the Roman Catholics ..... 21,438 
Bishop of London's Famd 28,201 
Ourates’ A 2, 500 
Army Readers’ Society ........ 10,173 
Chereb of land Seri Readers’ Association 11,012 
Metropolitaa Wesleyan Chapel Building Feod 5,463 
Leadon Dicersan Home Mission ....... ,698 
British and Foreign Sailors’ Socsety 
Protestant Reformation 4,727 
British and Irish Baptiet Home Missions ........ ... 6,800 
Thames Charch Mission .................. 2,349 
Royal Naval Seri Readers’ Society............... 1920 
Midnight Meeting Movement.. ........... 1,311 
Re.icioos Epvcariowat Socierizs— 
Bntash aad Geheol Society ............ 20, 142 
ladian Female Normal School Society.................. 12,334 ...... 
Christian Vernacular Education Society for lndia... 9510 
Wesleyan Education 6,910 
Reformatery sed Refage Usice.......... 10,963 
5.142 
Charch of England school Institute ......... 3.005 
British Syrian Schools Bible Missions ............ 4,287 
Protestant Educational lectitute ........................ 
MIscELLAxBOUS— 

"Religions Tract Seckety 148, 557 
Men's Christian Association ..................... 2,665 
Christian Evidence Socwty....... 
Lonl’s-day Observance Society ........................... 1,365 

£1,678,770 
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| RECEIPTS REPORTED AT THE RELIGIOUS ANNIVERSARIES. 
| 1876. 1879. 
Parsctrat Foastor Misstomamy Socisrres— 
for the - the ........... 148438 ...... 
Cotowtat, axp oruza Mrssions— 
Colonial aed Continental Charch Society ........... .... 
36 264 
4 2, 280 
17,860 
6, 663 
3,832 
2,747 
2,045 
145, 222 
74,229 
56.644 
53, 564 
| 35.631 
30,000 
21,274 
21,015 
6, 832 
| BIZ 
11, 282 
10,535 
| 10,281 
5,966 
4,581 
— 
4363 
. 2061 
2,003 
386, 245 
. 2,67 
.. 1606 
8,459 
6, 876 
. 6,039 
. 
4,957 
2,372 
86,414 
149,19 
7,680 
4 5,416 
4,476 
2,264 
1,500 
1,149 
171,080 
£1,703, 523 
| 
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and friends of the Dublin Branch 
had been held in the 
ings, and was well attended. An interesting 


the Lecture-room of Christ Church, Rathgar. 
Meetings were subsequently held in Armagh, 
Newry, Rosstrevor, Dundalk, and Drogheda. 
They were well attended, and an opportunity 


_ was given of wtating the principles and ett 


Christian friends 
received in membership. The visit of Colonel 
Field was greatly appreciated. 


7 The Secretary further reported that the ex- 


to resist the assaults adversaries of 
the truth, infidelity and superstition, bat to 
euable them, if necessary, to deal more effec- 
tually with those around them who may be 
ensnared in those errors, will be taken up still 
more widel 


B 


The Rev. H. W. Townsend, Secretary of the 
writes : “The society has published a briet 
but painful account of the persecutions en- 


and which have been openly sanctioned by the 


Roman Catholic Archbishop of Tuam, who has 


* Romish Persecution in Ireland during Mareb, 1579.” London : Lrish Church Missions’ Vilice, 


3 11, Buckingham Street, Adelphi. 
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Ireland. He had attended meeting® | been submitted to the 

dalk, and Rosstrevor. BASLE CONFERENCES. 

| | interest was evinced in the operations of the The Secretaries reported progress in the 

eeported that deawing- | arrangements for the Basle 
been held at the house of | that over £00 hed been, contributed 
Captain Liebenrood, B.¥., at Lee. wards the special fund of £700. 

ADDRESS TO MEMBERS. AUSTRIA. 

The Secretaries submitted « draft ad- Farther communications were read on the 
dress to members of the Alliance, which subject of the present religious persecutions 
was adopted, and ordered to be printed and | in Austrie. 

IRISH BRANCH. 
The monthly meeting of Council was held | sminations in connection with the sche tes 
+ Dublin om Tuesday, May 6; Major Warren | promoting the stady of Christian Evidences 
in the cbair. ‘and Protestant Theology had been held on 
The Rev. Ambrose W. Lect, p.p. (Dublin), | the 29th of April. From statistics which had 
the Rev. John Dodd (Newry), and the Rev. Dr. | been collected it was computed that more 
Eccles (Dublin), were elected members of | than 200 young persons and others had st- 
| Council. tended the classes which were beld during the 
The following persons were admitted to winter, and eighty-two bad attended the ex- 
membership: Dr. Patton, Finglas ; Alex- | aminations. So interesting bad these classes 

ander Ross, Eeq., Alexander Gray, Esq., Miss proved, that regret had been expressed when 

Ashley, Rev. 8. J. Whitmee, and Miss Mac- they were discontinued, and it was hoped that 

Ewan, Dublin ; Rev. Hugh M‘Gahie, Porta- | they would be resumed as soon as possible. 

| down ; T. P. Cairnes, Esq., J.r., Mrs. Cairnes, Good is known to have resulted, and it is 

Coddington, Eaq., 3-2, Miss Simms, | hoped that a scheme so well calculated 

ard E. L. Liogd, Drogheda; Rev. of the not merely 

H. Thorpe, Mrs, Rainsford, Miss Rainsford, a. 

William Tempest, Esq., M. Williamson, Esq., | 

and Mra. Percival, Dundalk ; John 

Esq., Newry. 

The Secretary reported that Colonel Field, 

i; c.p., one of the London Secretaries, had re- 

: cently visited Ireland as & deputation from 

Branch. A social reanion of the 

iE. V. Bligh, expressing his wi to 

necting was held on the lollowiug Vening visit Ireland as a deputation from the London 

| Council of the Alliance, and to aid the Irish a 3 

; Branch in its work aa far as time and circum- 
| stances permitted. The Secretary was re 

: _ quested to return the thanks of the Council to 

° Mr. Bligh for so kindly rendering this service. 

It was decided to hold a public meeting in 

| fested im its operations, and # numbe of | the Christian Union Buildings on Friday 

ie ta were made for meet- 
ings in some of the principal towns in the 

+ south of Ireland. 

| ROMISH PERSECUTION IN IRELAND.* 

fu dured by the Protestants and converts in the 

: reland d the three months, 

1 


a 


Jame 1, 7A) 
given £5 as a contribution to the ‘ Anti- 
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been carried off, or burnt; their supply of 
potatoes destroyed, their live stock étarved, or 


persone | actually killed before their eyes ; everything 


that cruelty can devise done to drive them 
out of the land. Yet all this, and even more 
than this, endured with patient forbearance, 
and with constant prayer for their persecutors ; 
in fall that out of this evil good 
will come, and that the Lord himself will 
open even their eyes ‘and turn them from 


RELIGIOUS INTOLERANCE IN AUSTRIA AND IN GREECE. 


It is with great regret that the Council of the 
Evangelical Alliance feel compelled to call at- 


whilst family prayers lasted, The Attorney- 
General at Prague, in connection with the 
cases, boldly and publicly maintains that it 
is not. even lawfal to say grace at meals if 
any stranger is present.” 

Last autumn the adherents of the so-called 
“New Church” at Vienna who have been 
having public worship for ten years, were 
forbidden to hold any meetings at all; and 
about the same time another Protestant com- 
munity in the same city received orders not 
to admit strangers (non-members) to their 
services. 

Last March the Congregationalists con- 


Qu 


Ireland for the defence of sixteen ' 
who have been committed for trial, for 
part im riots in which several respectable 
persons were seriously injured. The windows 
of two churches were broken, six school-houses 
damaged, two school-houses set on fire by night, | 
and one of them barnt to the ground ; the in- , 
mates—a blind coastguard pensioner, his deli- a 
cate wife and fowr small children— having with | darkness to light, and from the power of Satan 
difficulty escaped with their lives. The Romish | to God.’” t 
Archbishop suggests that the society’s agenta,| Further outrages have taken place during iy 
whom he terms ‘ wretched emissaries of dis- | the past month ; and the position of many of i") 
order, should pass across to England and there | our poor Protestant brethren would be unbear- 1 
spend their labour in the conversion of the | able, but that they “ consider Him who en- ) 
. - religiously benighted people of that immoral | dured such contradiction of sinaers against | 
land, and allow the simple and devoted people | Himself ” for their sakes. The society hopes | 
of thé parish of Clifden to continue to prac- | to be enabled in part to replace what these 
tise, as they practised in the past—in a man-| poor people have lost, and looks to public 
ner almost unknown in other countries—the | opinion in England to be the means of secur- 
sacred virtues of our holy religion.’”’ ing for Protestantism in Ireland that civil | 
The society further states that “ several of | and religious liberty which the English Go- | 
the converts, as well as the agents of this | vernment so freely extends to Roman Catho- 
society, have lost their all in this cruel per- | lics in England. | 
secution ; their stacks of turf (for fuel) have } 
tention to the following extracts from com- | 
munications just rectived. It will be seen 
that whilst in conjunction with England and . 
the other Great Powers of Europe, in insist- | 
ing upon religious liberty being established in 
Servia and Roumania, Austria has been taking | 
retrograde steps in its own territories, and 
exercising intolerance towards Protestant com- f 
munities to such a degree as to be rightly 
ols termed persecution. One letter states us fol- 
lows: “It is, alas! but too true that a tor- 
rent of persecution is sweeping these lands. 
It seems to be the determinate resolution of | nected with the American Mission were for- : 
the Austrian Government to stamp out the | bidden to have any more meetings whatever 
young Christian ‘ife that is springing up on | fordivine service either at Prague or Graz, 
every side. One remarkable feature of the} in Styria. It was intimated to them that 
proceedings is, that in no case and in no/| not even in their own houses might they 
place do the authorities act uniformly; the | invite friends for religious purposes ; and the 
blows are dealt out freely right and left, but | leading members were threatened with a fine 
in such a variety of forms that bystanders | of £10 or twenty-one days’ imprisonment if : 
are puzzled and misled. The most conspi- | they dared to be present at any service held | 
beyond the pale of the Churches recognized . 
by the State. The services of the Free 
: Charch of Scotland were equally forbidden 
if conducted in any but the English language; | 
and about the same time notice to the same ) 
effect was given to the Baptist Church at | 
Vienna. | 
_ It is also reported that Bible readings, i | 
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no essential trath nor any | 
their several churches. In 
infidelity and unbelief, 
should endeavour more than | 
C They bad all that 
this; they had the unity of 
liberty of conscience. He 
now anything more wonder | 
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Basie to come on to Berne, to 


intended visiting 
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attend, he amidst some 
own bill.” 
they «bo 
They 
: - 
che 
G. Porter 
CEIVED SINCE 4 
, 
Jean Crome, Bag. 
| 5.8 
Alliance Hot 


